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As the District continues to improve 
our academic programs, we began 
providing teachers with a larger leadership 
voice.  Department Chairs have 
participated in DiSC and Five Behaviors of 
a Successful Team leadership professional 
development over the past two years.  The 
process of collaborative leadership 
continues with a 
current book 
study.  Five 
administrators 
and eight 
teachers 
representing 
both the 
elementary 
school and high 
school are 
working to bring daily learning targets into 
our regular classroom practices.  

Learning Targets are defined as a 
“daily target that is shared and actively 
used by both the teacher and the student.”  
It is different from an objective because a 
learning objective guides the teacher’s 
instruction, where a learning target 
describes, in language students 
understand, the lesson-sized portion of 
information, skills, and processes that 
students can use to guide their own 
learning.  It also incorporates “student 

look-fors” to enable students to know 
what they are learning, how they can 
demonstrate that learning, know how well 
they are learning the material, and why 
the learning is important.  

Incorporating daily learning targets 
releases the learning to the students, 
something both our math and ELA 
independent curriculum audits have 
identified as a recommendation for 
improvement in the “taught” portion of 
our report [the audit reviewed the written, 
taught, and tested curriculum].   

The author references research by 
John Hattie (2002) that shows that “expert 
teachers spend more of the lesson 
engaging their students in challenging 
tasks that encourage students to commit 
to the [learning] target.  In contrast, less-
expert teachers spend 80 percent of a 
lesson talking, while their students 
passively listen.”  Take a moment to reflect 
on how much time you are spending as the 
lecturer in your classroom versus having 
students engaged in tasks. 

Our book study group will complete 
the training in February, so look for more 
information on how to incorporate daily 
learning targets into classroom instruction 
to be discussed in the coming months and 
in preparation to start the 2020-2021 
school year. 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
At the elementary, first graders are in their 
Reader’s Theater rehearsal, which is completely 
student driven.  Great Job 1st grade! 

 

A Focus on “Learning Targets” 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger      
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News  

& Notes 

 
Upcoming Events & Activities 

Black Knight Pride! 

Mr. Mitch Nagle teaches secondary math at the high school.  “It’s 
hard to believe I’m already halfway through my 13th year here at 
Moshannon Valley,” commented Mr. Nagle.  His 8th grade students are 
working hard on representing proportional and nonproportional 
relationships, solving equations, and graphing.  “We still have a lot of 
material to cover before the PSSA tests at the end of April, but I’m 
pleased with our progress so far this year.”  This is his first year 
teaching Algebra 2 out of the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt series 
textbook, the companion to the District’s GoMath in grades K-8.  One 
of the biggest strengths according to Mr. Nagle is the text has an 
excellent online component and is significantly more rigorous to better 
prepare students for their future higher-level math courses.   

 

 February 14: Snow Make-up Day if needed 
 February 17: No School for Students or 

Staff 
 March 27-29: High School Play 
 April 10: Good Friday – No School for 

Students or Staff  
 
 

As the 2020 PIAA Unified Bocce Team season gets underway, the team took time to 
scrimmage teachers, administrators, and staff.  Here competitors Mr. Sherkel and Mr. 
Fye watch Cassie Kitchen take her turn while Owen Burton and Alex Beirlair cheer her 
on. 

Grant Funding… 
The District is excited to be recipients of both the PA Smart Grant and PA 

Teacher in the Workforce Grant.    Governor Wolf launched the PA Smart Program 
to expand access to STEM and computer science teaching and learning and to help 
ensure students across Pennsylvania have the skills and abilities to meet the 
economic needs of the 21st century.  The District received $35,000 for technology, 
training, and curricular materials to support our STEM practices. 

The Teacher in the Workforce program provides teachers, counselors, and 
administrators experiences interacting directly with industry and business leaders 
to learn about industry trends, needs and opportunities to enhance their classroom 
instruction, student learning, and career readiness.  The District received $25,000 
for teacher professional development and training to improve our career 
readiness. 

We are looking forward to all the wonderful opportunities this grant funding 
provides for our students and staff to improve our achievement and instruction.  

 

Close Reading… 
One of the fastest ways to improve student 

performance is to focus on close reading.  This is a 
thoughtful, critical analysis of a text that focuses 
on significant details or patterns in order to 
develop a deep, precise understanding of the 
text’s form, craft, meaning, or other structures.  It 
is a key requirement of the Common Core State 
Standards.  Some things to consider when 
incorporating close reading: 

 

 Using short passages and excerpts 

 Diving right into the text with limited pre-
reading activities 

 Focusing on the text itself 

 Rereading deliberately – focus specifically 

 Reading with a pencil 

 Noticing things that are confusing 

 Discussing the text with others 
 Think-Pair Share or Turn and Talk 

frequently 
 Small groups and whole class 

 Responding to text-dependent questions 


